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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten the wafer shifting time reducing the pollution 
of wafers by a method wherein both sides of wafers are collectively 
held by holders and a rotating arm is rotated to the other cradle side 
to transfer the wafers collectively to the other cradle. 
CONSTITUTION: Cradles 21 , 22 are arranged on both sides of a 
bed plate 20 and a rotating arm 27 is rotatably supported at lower 
part on the central rear end side of the plate 20 while holders 28, 29 
are supported making a variable gap in front of the rotating arm 27. A 
cassette 1 containing wafers 3 covering the cradle 21 is lowered on 
the plate 20 and a bracket 23 on the upper part of the cradle 21 
collectively receiving the wafers 3 is lifted above the cassette 1 while 
another empty cassette 2 covering the cradle 22 is lowered on the 
plate 20. Then the arm 27 is rotated to the cradle 1 side and both 
sides of the wafers 3 are collectively held by the holders 28, 29 while 

the arm 27 is rotated to the cradle 22 side to make the bracket 23 on the upper part of the cradle 22 
collectively receive the wafers 3. At this time the wafers 3 may be collectively contained in the cassette 2 
with the cassette 2 lifted up by means of expanding the holders 28. 29 and rotating and restoring the arm 
27 to its original position. 
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